An inside look at Nicaragua

Tales of suffermg and sorrow

(Editor's Note: Jeff McMahon re-
cently spent a week in Nicaragua,
This is the first in a series of stories
on that country.)

By JEFI' McMAHON
Staff Writer

OMOTO, Nicaragua
They care little for phi-
losophy and ideology, for
words like democracy
and Marxism, for the spread of
communism or the balance of

brown feet coated with gray
dust, The children gather and
pose without smiles in front of
the cameras of visiting North
Americans.

It seems every campesino has
a story to tell of the father,
mother, brother, sister or child
lost to the war. Many carry
scars of bullet holes, some bear
one less arm or leg.

“The contra have no plety,
They caused us a lot of suffer-

revolution for that.”

““‘Here the revolution has cared to have
my children learn to read and write. It's
tremendous to think my children could
read and write. I'm very grateful to the

- Santalucia Sanchez

power
They are the campesinos of
Nicaragua, the ones who till the
woll, labor in the factories and
carry guns for the presidents

They live in wood and mud
shacks in the barrios of Mana
gua and the thousand tiny vil
lages of the Nicaraguan coun
tryside, Thelr babies it naked
on the dirt floors of thele homes,
NOBER PUnning, crying to Inml
and comfort

Older  ehildren chase  ench
other through the streets, their

ing,"" ways Santalucla Sanchez,
o middle-aged  mother  who
upeaks for the people of the Her
manos  Martinez resettlement
camp In Northern Nicaragun,
The 42 families In the camp
once lved in villages along NI
caragua's northern border with
Honduraw, The Sandinkita gov
ernment moved the families In
1004 following repeatod attacks
on thelr villages by the contras,
who operate out of Honduras
Srom 182 on, our brothers
volved in the dofense couldn't
sleep. They wore all nervous

about an attack,”” Sanchez says.
“We wouldn't sleep in our
houses, fearing the attack. We
slept in the fields. We were
dirty, we suffered spider bites
— we had an epidemic of dis-
comfort,

“‘We felt like people who were
geen as less, but we feel we are
much better off here, All we had
before in our villages was
human suffering. Since we've
come here, we haven't been at
tacked any more," she says,

Some people in the camp wint
to return to their villages, but
Sanchez won't consider return
ing as long as the war continues,

“Because the counterrevolu
tion has no compassion for us,
we can't be there. We're too
scared, We're not a people that
can  fight  them. We're de
fenscless,' sho says,

Jose  Lopez Lagos Nty his
pant leg to show the scar where
o bullet plerced hig shin,

On July 20, 19084, the contray
attacked Lopez Lagos' village of
151 Cadro and wprayed the front
of hig home with machine gun
lire

Lopez. Lagos was hit in the
shin and hip, his son of 24 was
Iedtled, his daughtor of & wan hit
in the back, and hig won of 6 wan
whot In the forearm. The child's
e now ends at the elhow

igverything 've told you is
not something 1 read in Barvien
da (the  govermment  newnpi
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In Narthern Nicaragua, atands with his daughter and granddaughter in the yard of thelr

home
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Above, Wilfredo Lopez. an officer with the Sandinista physical
protection unit, stands beneath a portrait of national hero Augusto

Cesar Sandino at the Palacio i in
children sit in a rustic cart used for transporting goods at the
Mercado Oriental open market.
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erty, conditions that have pot changed  back to Honduras.

i the eight years of revolution Many  Qnce Polanco went
Women ask visitors o take 2 message o the  find the children, but he returned with-
grind com United States that they peed belp — oat 'where they were.
intomasa. a food mostly. But they pever ask for Tt hurts youa lot when it's your chil-
paste used themselves, always for their children. dren " hesays.
to make As Sanchez speaks in the camp com- Polanco shows the visitors the pew
tortillas, ina munity center, an old man stands in  school and medical clinic built by the
shop in the the doorway wearing a plain greenuni-  Sandinistas. He points out the lush to-
Central form and bolding a Soviet automalic  hacco fields with their s
Nicaragua rifle. He is Lozandro the tion system and walks to his home of
town of guardof the camp. wood planks and adobe, where be
Dario ‘lwﬁliketnsa_vbseandtake shows his two tobacco plants

o . The revoicoco Ees Drooght Zem mer;r—varaseddes&s:—ngﬂ*ﬁ gaﬁmﬂggmpdln-ingthedavm
i 2oy zgearearzresight * children.

Mostiy the people are tired of the

war, tired of Gghting one enemy after

another, tired of losing socs to defend

what Ettle they bave.

And they are tired of bunger and pov-

proudly
and the hen he keeps for fresh eggs.
Inside the dark hut, his grandchil-
dren sit on the floor with a thin puppy.
There is no furniture except for a rustic
clay stove. A few bundles of corn cobs
Polanco speaks proudly of his dream
to return to Honduras to find his daugh-
ter and four grandchildren and to bring
them to his new home.

US and Nicaragua — a history of confrontation

Iz Niczrzgm whers Drofhers Ggit zgamst
brotters 20 e tomeiand s beimg mvaded by 22
army of 45 own pecpie. the enemy I Dol per-
exived 2s Naczrzg=n.

Tre Niczrzgmen people bzve a ciar moder-
ﬂzmg'tr.ge&c:m'dﬁ_emm
firanees e, 2od who gives them orcers.

45 2 resait, President Roczld Rezgzn 8 2 fre-
wwdmmzﬂa’mm
pw;&rﬁe::_’zl.‘“ intrusion, but do oot seem
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o the , refused to sign trade ag
with the US. 2nd began negotizting with Britan
aﬁ:zmﬁmhﬂd:he T

increasingly costly to maintain
Marines in Nicaragua, the U.S. began looking
for ways to replace them with a native force.
Their answer was the Guardia Nacional, and
the man chosen to lead the Guardia was Gen.

In 1908 teo
S. h.ﬂm
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Somoza. The US. trained the guard
and withdrew its Marines from Nicaragua.

‘With the Marines gone, Sandzmagrea:lmstnp
ﬁ@mﬂemmm!edtnmeanmm

sign a peace but owhile

Sandnntassmppedb) the Guardia andshot.
ted his power and be-

came of Nicaraguaia3537. For the next

president
42 years Somaza and his two sons ruled Nicara-
gua, maintaining power through rigged elections
andthemm'dﬂ-olammems
In the streets of Managua and the Nicaraguan
countryside the hatred of Somoza and his Guardia
grew. The Guardia became known worldwide for
the grip of terror in which it held the people of
Nicaragua. Rape, torture and arbitrary murder
beamemmmmplaeeatd:ehandsdgom
ment troops.

The Somozas were close allies with the United

between the superpowers left Ni-

earagna in turmeil untl] William Walker, aUs.

citizen, invaded the mmawa‘gmy
and established his own republic in 155

The Central American nations united to try to

drive Walker out. bmhemfhnﬂyﬂmhﬁdm}y
th the belp of US. entrepreneur Cornelius

:;b,m -ampreuuwd Walker's nnafammlh

his Nicaraguan businesses.
Nicaragua next came into conflict with the

]

guans revolted against him, and the U S. sent Ma-
rines to maintain order in Nicaragua.

U.S. Marines occupied Nicaragua for the next
29 years. many Nicaraguans opposed the USS. in-
tervention and fought a guerilla war against US.
troops and the US. sq)pcr'.edgavu'nmenl-

The lezder of the guerillas was Augusto Cesar
Sandino, 2 farmer and mining who re-

zed]ylmdanacksaganslus marines and
wpedmlhedmw!he

heganaﬂmptsmmSommandu:dU.Sm

TheSandmxs:aslwndsq:pu-tamungthecamp
esines and grew in number. Somq

from the national treasury. He died years later in
a bazooka attack on his armor-plated Mercedes.
‘The war left the country in shambles. Nicara-
gua had lost 50,000 people. One-fifth of the popula-
tion was homeless and 40,000 children were or-

phaned.

Bdoretheyﬂedtoﬂmd«ns Costa Rica and
Somoza’s ia  destroyed roads,

bndgaandfactons The dictator left behind a

$1.5 billion debt.

‘The victorious Sandinistas established the Gov-
ernment of National reform, a five-person ]\mm
of two i and three

of other parties.

Relations between the U.S. and the new govern-
ment quickly became strained. The junta delayed
long-promised elections until 1885, fearing the
country’s many factions would turn violent and
destroy the revolution.

Restrictions placed on U.S. economic aid led the
Sandinistas to seek help fmm the Soviet Union
and Cuba. Two members of the

claiming the government's pali-
cies were straying too far to the left.

In 1980 President Reagan was elected, and the
Sandmnslashghtenedmtmlmtheumunﬂ'y.

“creasing
polmcal rallies.

The Reagan administration moved quickly
against the Sandinistas, cutting off aid and aceus-
ing the Nicaraguans of supporting leftist rebels in
El Salvador.
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with torture, massacres and bumhu:@ of lhe
slums that many of the

Somoza’s and Costa
Rica to begin the cummnwlunon against the

Somoza's actions alienated more and more Ni-
caraguans, other Latin American nations and
eventually the United States. President Carter se-
verely criticized Somoza for human rights abuses,

The revolution triumphed in 1979 when Somoza
fled to Paraguay with more than $100 million

The new army quickly took the name
“‘contras.” More than 40,000 Nicaraguans have
d:edmtheﬁv&yearwarwﬁhtheconh‘as

In 1885, 63 percent of the Nicaraguan
voted fanandlmstacand:mdate Daniel mm
?@_ pervised pr elec-

— By Jeff McMahon
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